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JEWISH GOODS
INSTITUTE OF SAN PAOLO OF TURIN

INVENTORY AND DESCRIPTION OF THE OBJECTS BELONGING TO THE JEW VALABREGA 
MICHELE PLACED IN THE LODGING OWNED BY THE CERIANA SISTERS AND LOCATED IN 

TURIN ON THE THIRD FLOOR OF VIA PO #25

Translation by Ariel J Friedlander

INVENTORY AND DESCRIPTION OF THE OBJECTS BELONGING TO THE JEW MICHELE 
VALABREGA PLACED IN THE LODGING OWNED BY THE CERIANA SISTERS AND LOCATED IN 

TURIN ON THE THIRD FLOOR OF VIA PO #25

In the year 1944, on the 10th of June, I, the undersigned, Pietro Rotolo, representing the Insti-
tute of San Paolo of Turin, by virtue of the decree of the head of the province of Turin (Div. Gab. 
1181) of 12th May 1944, carried out the inventory of the objects found in the lodging formerly 
inhabited by the Jew Michele Valabrega. The lodging is owned by the Ceriana sisters, and located 
in Turin on the third floor of #25 Via Po.

Since this lodging had been sealed by the Commissariat of Public Security, Section Dora, I re-
quested the presence of Deputy Brigadier Eugenio Capone and Mr Carlo Valle from the Revenue 
Office, and we proceeded to remove the seals from the entrance to the lodging.

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION OF THE ACCOMMODATION

The lodging, situated on the third floor of #25 Via Po in Turin, is part of a magnificent four-sided 
brick and stone building dating back to ancient times, and owned by the Ceriana sisters. It is a 
building with conventional features, including a stone staircase with a wooden handrail without 
a bannister, and a balcony around the inner courtyards (three) with an iron railing.

From the staircase on the left of the atrium, there is access to an L-shaped balcony. At the end 
of one of the two sides of the balcony, a small closed iron door with a lock gives access to the 
second side, at the end of which another low iron door with a broken lock divides the two rooms 
of the balcony itself. A French window, half unhinged, and with broken glass, gives access to the 
living quarters which are composed of three communicating rooms. The first is used as a dining 
room, the second is used as a kitchen, and the third as a bedroom. The second and third rooms 
overhang the second courtyard of the house, one with one window and the other with two.

The decor of the house is mixed, and the ceiling of the living quarters in the various rooms is flat. 
The walls are not papered. The first and second rooms are paved with cement tiles (all broken 
in the second room), and the third with terracotta tiles.

The toilet is shared with other apartments on the same floor on the staircase at the end of the 
balcony.

The state of maintenance of the house is reasonable, and the accommodation has some broken 
glass due to recent enemy air raids. The windows are also in a poor state of repair, and do not 
close properly.

LIST OF OBJECTS FOUND

Balcony: 5 vases with flowers and plants

1st Room (entrance, dining room):
1 wooden curtain rod with 12 wooden rings
1 softwood cupboard covering meters (light #2163533 with a reading of 029.7 and gas 



#1697127 with a reading of 482), cm. 235 x 85 x 31, painted walnut, with one door, and 
also containing:

1 clothes hanger
4 old men’s jackets
1 old waistcoat
1 little black girl’s dress (very worn)

1 chair with folding seat, that opens up into a ladder with four steps, made of softwood
3 Vienna-style chairs with wooden seats
1 wooden chair, broken and lower than normal
1 sculpted walnut wood table with 4 turned feet and a lower central crosspiece - exten-

dable, cm. 115 x 95 x 80
1 leather almanac holder, cm. 20 x 15
1 coat stand, black, varnished chestnut wood, with four iron posts, umbrella holder on the 

front, a small drawer with a brush, and a ground mirror in the centre, cm. 44 x 59, cm. 
105 x 200

1 sculpted walnut wood buffet with two turned feet, a sculpted and shaped upper hea-
dboard, an upper compartment closed by two doors, a central open compartment, two 
drawers, and a compartment closed by two doors at the bottom, cm. 122 x 50 x 235

 Upper contents:
1 small wooden tray missing a handle
3 empty bottles
1 vinegar cruet with two empty glass vials

 On the counter:
1 brass table lamp complete with fitting, and shade without lamp
1 crystal candy container
1 pair of scissors
1 large seashell 

 Below:
1 doily
1 black bristle brush
1 collection of various rags and fabric scraps
1 straw basket

1 wall-mounted three-tier riser with turned side columns and walnut-varnished softwo-
od knobs containing:

1 artistic ashtray in wrought iron and copper
1 sponge with glass tray
2 brass flower holders
1 bomboniera glass ashtray
27 schoolbooks and a French-Italian (& vice versa) dictionary - Ghiotti

1 oval table with walnut top, four Savonarola legs with turned crossbeam, and a drawer 
painted black, cm. 130 x 56 x 78, containing:

Some transparencies, mechanical drawings, and sheets of headed paper
On the ceiling, a wrought iron chandelier, red silk fringe, with four lights (3 crystal 

lampshades) missing three lamps. On the wall a R/A pendulum with walnut wood case 
and turned side columns, the head with columns and knobs, and shaped sculpted base 
with knobs, cm. 95 x 36 x 18

2 oval paintings (enlargements) with mahogany wooden frames and glass, cm. 57 x 40
1 picture, photo enlargement, with mahogany wooden frame and glass, cm. 57 x 40
2 oval pictures, photo enlargement, with mahogany wooden frame and glass, cm. 31 x 25
2 other small framed photographs with glass
1 dagger-shaped letter opener made from the crown of a bullet inscribed:  R. del Montello 

15.6.1918
1 brass rod and rings, with fabric curtain and fringe, measuring approximately 1 x 2m

2nd Room (kitchen):
A clock set on wood hangs on the wall, a “900” that is ruined and missing its hands.
1 cot (sofa bed) with iron headboard, complete with wire mesh
1 wall cupboard containing:



1 wooden frame for hanging kitchen utensils, with various hooks
1 old wooden shelf
1 iron arch for metal saw
1 oil painting on wood, with frame, a landscape, approximately cm. 30 x 24
1 wooden ruler
1 tin tray
6 empty flasks
3 small bottles
8 glass jars

1 lacquered softwood riser with four shelves containing:
1 empty bottle
1 terracotta milk jug
1 three-tiered glass fruit tray

4 Vienna-style lacquered chairs with wooden seats and back rests
1 small kitchen table with four turned feet, lacquered, with liftable and double top, and a 

drawer containing:
3 wooden spoons
1 egg beater
1 nutcracker
1 chicken chopper
1 carving fork
1 Agnolotti pasta wheel
1 simple corkscrew
3 knives
1 fork
1 cutlet press

Overall size of table, cm. 105 x 75 x 60
1 table with four legs and one drawer, marble top (broken in two and broken on two cor-

ners), in lacquered softwood, cm. 86 x 52 x 79, containing:
1 ceramic coffee pot without a lid
1 hand vice
1 hammer
2 simple soldering irons for tin
2 pairs of tongs
2 files, and various other scraps of metal
Hanging on the wall, an enamelled iron ladle holder with an aluminium skimmer

1 metal matchbox holder
1 lid holder
5 pots and an aluminium plate (very well used)
1 dustpan for rubbish
1 inexpensive wood and coal cooker with three burners, two ovens and water container 

with approximately 5.5 m. of tubing, cm. 67 x 52 x 82
2 iron sheets, each cm. 100 x 40
1 common terracotta coal cooker
Hanging on the wall, a lacquered tea-towel holder with three posts
1 mirror with light-blue lacquered wooden frame, cm. 34 x 25
1 light-blue varnished softwood kitchen cupboard, converted into a buffet; on the top it 

has a compartment closed by two doors (made of unvarnished softwood - the doors are 
made of just the frame with two pieces of paper). In the middle, an open compartment, 
and on the bottom, two drawers, and a compartment closed by two doors, with two 
turned feet, cm. 94 x 51 x 178, containing:

7 glass jars of various kinds
1 wooden mortar for salt
2 empty milk jars
1 Galalith toothpick holder
1 ceramic anchovy boat missing a handle
1 glass cheese plate
1 wooden tray



1 Galalith ashtray
In the drawers various scraps of metal, and some leftover electrical equipment
1 ceramic soup tureen lid
1 aluminium potato masher
6 empty bottles and a flask

1 shoe stool with one drawer, varnished in light blue, cm. 36 x 36 x 44
1 light blue painted softwood cabinet with a compartment closed by a small door, and two 

internal shelves, cm. 35 x 49 x 98. On the top, a straw basket. 
On the ceiling, a common lamp holder complete with up-and-down light without a bulb

1 small mirror with tin frame, cm. 18 x 12.

3rd Room
Hanging from the ceiling, a chandelier without a glass globe
Four filet curtains on the windows
1 oil painting on wood, oval shape, cm. 19 x 33
1 ceramic card holder
3 Vienna-style chairs with wooden seats, one revarnished in light blue for kitchen (perfo-

rated seat), and one old Vienna-style armchair with wooden seat
1 folding bed – cot – with metal supporting net
1 old walnut chest, cm. 35 x 74 x 65, with folding top and two turned feet containing:

1 pair of curtains
2 old men’s shirts
1 old boy’s suit
1 old ragged carpet

1 wooden bench
1 wall cupboard containing:

1 coat rack in wood and iron
1 old leather briefcase containing a complete aluminium tomato squeezer
1 painting framed with glass, cm. 34 x 65, with two photographs
1 oil painting of a landscape, with frame, without glass, cm. 53 x 40
2 wooden frames
4 turned wooden feet joined by two crossbeams, for table (top missing)
1 iron instrument with circular base, 27 cm. high
1 grey housecoat (very used), and two black ones
6 miscellaneous squares and one ruler
3 incomplete compasses
1 parcel containing cotton wool for blanket (quilt)
1 leather bag containing bicycle tools
4 unfinished metal pieces for casting
1 pinion with axle, and spare axle
A large collection of about ten glass jars and twenty miscellaneous jars on a shelf

1 old sculpted walnut wardrobe with two turned feet, one lower drawer, two doors and 
sculpted headboard with two turned knobs on the sides, cm. 129 x 49 x 225, containing:

6 old straw hats for ladies
1 scroll with two photo enlargements
1 old pair of men’s gym shoes
1 mountain walking stick
1 double-flame chandelier
1 wooden box, and a basket with miscellaneous metal scraps
6 clothes hangers
1 zinc-plated and broken crate with miscellaneous rags
Various magazines, “La donna, la casa e il bambino” (Woman, Home & Baby), and 

others
20 magazines, “Sprazzi e bagliori” (Flashes and Sparkles)
1 geographical atlas
2 souvenir albums of a deceased relative
1 leather wallet containing 2 commemorative medals

2 bedside tables with one drawer and one compartment closed by a small door, with hea-



dboard, with top shelf measuring cm. 43 x 82 x 32, containing:
1 shoemaker’s iron form with three arms
Some magazines, “Il Visconte di Bragellonne” (The Viscount of Bragellonne)
1 chamber pot
2 pairs of shoe stretchers and two other odd ones 
1 old pair of women’s shoes

1 enamelled iron bucket for dirty water (very worn)
On the wall there is a cabinet with two side shelves and a compartment closed by a glass 

door, cm. 65 x 60, containing various medicine bottles
1 walnut wood four-drawer dresser, marble top, cm. 112 x 52, top bevelled, cm. 43 x 58, 

with two small side drawers, cm. 112 x 97 x 51, containing:
1 Majolica soap dish with lid
1 Laveno ceramic pitcher with floral design
1 marble paperweight
In the drawers in bulk, miscellaneous scrap metal and small jewellers’ tools
6 men’s ties (used)
1 old lady’s bodice
1 old hernia truss
1 safety razor
1 terracotta pot
2 pairs of tweezers
3 files
1 brush
1 soldering iron with gas nozzle (for jewellery)
2 brass frames and various other objects and family photographs

On the wall, an enema kit (missing the rubber).

Completed, read and signed
THE OFFICER IN CHARGE, SAN PAOLO INSTITUTE OF TORINO

Rag. Pietro Rotolo

WITNESSES:
Capone Eugenio Vicebrigadiere
Valle Carlo

CONSIGNEE:
A[…] L[…]io
INSTITUTE OF SAN PAOLO, TURIN
FILE #239 TO
RECORD OF CONSIGNMENT
Date:  4th June, 1945
To Mr. Aldo Valabrega for Michele Valabrega
identification document identifies him as consignee of the movable goods and furnishings 
belonging to his father that are located in Turin
Via Po, #25
As per the minutes drawn up at the time, he declares that he releases the San Paolo Institute 
from any further responsibility.
A copy of the inventory has been issued to the undersigned.

FOR THE SAN PAOLO INSTITUTE OF TURIN
Bachini

THE CONSIGNEE
Aldo Valabrega
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